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INTRODUCTION 


Guru Nanak Sahib (1469-1539 C.E.) founded the most oecumenical 
and unique modern religion called Sikhism. Sikhism is the latest religion to 
emerge on the World scene. Ten Sikh Gurus nurtured it. Its teachings are 
enshrined in the Adi Granth, which is revered as The Guru Eternal. It preaches 
the oneness of God and universal brotherhood of man. 


A Sikh is a man or woman who believes in the one Immortal Being, 
the ten Gurus, the Adi Granth, the word and teachings of the Gurus, the tenth 
Gurw’s Amrit (initiation) and who does not believe in any other religion. 


According to the 1981 census Sikhs constituted 1.96% of the total 
population in India. There were 13.08 million Sikhs scattered all over the world 
with 78.8 % of them being in Punjab. In Jammu and Kashmz1r, they are only 1.1 
% and rest in other states. Many Sikhs have settled in U.K., U.S.A., Canada and 
other South East Asian, European and African countries. 


Inspite of being in such small numbers, the Sikhs, with their con- 
spicuous appearance with unshorn hair and turban, on top of their courage, 
gallantry, fearlessness and industry have earned a place for themselves in the 
world. 


The teachings of Sikh Guru’s have a universal appeal spiritually and 
ethically and have influenced the life, thinking and conduct of millions 
throughout the globe. 


Gurdwara is the name given to a Sikh shrine. Literally it means the 
gateway to the Guru, which implies the Adi Granth. 


A Gurdwara is a centre of congregational worship and propagation of 
Sikhism. Katha and Kirtan are the main pillars in congregational worship. To 
every Gurdwara is invariably attached a sacred kitchen called Langar. 
Gurdwara is open to all regardless of age, sex, caste or creed. Gurdwara is 
known from a distance by a Nishan Sahib-the Sikh standard. Gurdwara also 
plays socio-economic role in the Sikh community. 


The important Sikh shrines or Gurdwaras are those which are as- 
sociated with the lives of the Sikh Gurus. The pilgrims visit these shrines in large 
numbers and a message of love, peace, devotion to God, social justice, religious 
tolerance and universal brotherhood of man is being preached day in and day 
out. They are great centres of Sikh culture too. 


The present work at hand gives the informative account of most 
important Sikh shrines in Jammu and Kashmir. Due to unavoidable reasons 
photographs of Gurdwaras could not be coupled in this edition . 
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I hope that the book will be a useful possession of all those who are 
interested to know about the Sikh shrines of the State. 


I shall remain ever indebted to international Sikh scholars Dr Har- 
jinder Singh Dilgeer of Guru Nanak Institute of Sikh Studies Denmark and Dr 
Awatar Singh Sekhon of the Sikh Educational Trust, Edmonton,Canada. 


I remain beholden to Dr. Darshan Singh and Dr Madanjit Kaur for 
their valuable suggestions. J express my heart-felt gratitude to Dr. Kharak Singh, 
Institute of Sikh Studies, Chandigarh for helpful Suggestions and the help 
rendered from time to time in this work. 


At the end, lines of Dr. Iqbal, somehow come to my mind. 
“Khwab se bedar hota hai agar mehkum to 
Phir sula deti hai usko hukamran ki sehri."" 
Jasbir Singh Sarna 
Near Super Bazar 
Baramulla - 193104 
Kashmir.. 


Mice Gold aie eRe eg 
When ever a subject Nation stand awakened to its rights and struggles to 
attain them, the adroit sorcery of the rulers manages to lullit to sleep again. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


It pleases me to say a few words about the young scholar Sirdar Jasbir 
Singh Sarna. Sirdar Sarna has several books to his credit. Besides, he has written 
research articles too. These articles have been published in international re- 
search Journals. Sarna is a well known name to the students and scholars of Sikh 
studies. 

I have read his books and articles. Sirdar Jasbir Singh is a serious 
student of Sikh studies. He has a passion to learn more and more. This has been 
exhibited by his latest contribution to Sikh studies. 

Sirdar Jasbir Singh is an expert on Sikhs in Kashmir. His work about 
Sikhs and Sikh personalities of Kashmir is a unique work in the field. The 
present Volume, though small in size, is a remarkable work of history. It is on 
the patterns of research on Guru Nanak Sahib’s Travels by Dr. Fauja Singh and 
Dr. Surinder Singh Kohli. Sirdar Jasbir Singh Sarna has spared no efforts to 
trace the possible material on the subject. It is really a valuable document and 
has archival value too. 

Sirdar Jasbir Singh Sarna has great potential to present serious scholar- 
ly work. We have high hopes from him. The students and the scholars of Sikh 
studies shall always remain grateful to Sirdar Jasbir Singh for this precious 
document. 

Guru Nanak Institute of Sikh Studies has chosen to publish this book 
because of its archival value. We hope the intelligentia will welcome it. 


May WaheGuru bless Sirdar Jasbir Singh. 
Dr. Harjinder Singh Dilgeer 
Prof. of Sikh Studies 
Guru Nanak Institute of Sikh Studies, DENMARK. 
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FOREWORD 


Gurdwara [Sikh Shrine] means the way to the Guru. Guru and God are 
synonymous in Sikhism. Therefore, Gurdwara means the way to God. A Sangat 
[Congregation] when assembled in a Gurdwara is known, in Sikhism, as a 
manifestation of Guru/God. Therefore, participation in Sangat means seeking 
the union with Guru/God, the universal spirit. This again means emancipation 
from the internal as well as external shackels of slavery. Broadly speaking, 
partictpation in Sangat in tuncs one with God and thus liberates an individual 
while living a day-to-day life. ; 

The Sikh Gurus travelled long journey to reach distant places in order 
to establish direct communication with people of different faiths and their 
lvaders. They personally discussed the different problems which were heing 
faced by the people and also devised ways and means to seek redemption for 
them. For this purpose, wherever they went, they established a shrine named 
Dharam Sal [place for meriting religion, now known as Gurdwara] themselves 
and thus, provided a central place for the people to collect in the form of Sangat 
and reflect upon their problems, spiritual as well as empirical, collectively and 
find out ways to solve them. Thus, Sikh shrines even during the time of the Sikh 
Gurus became the centres for evolving a collective will to awaken people’s 
consciousness and to face the difficulties in life. This tradition, was followed by 
Sikhs also. They raised memorials mostly in the form of Gurdwara, in the 
memory of the visit of their Guru to their place. Later on this tradition of 
building a Gurdwara further extended to a place where ever Sikhs begin to live. 
Thus, there is a Sikh Gurdwara almost in every town of India, in every village of 
Punjab and Haryana and also in a number of cities in different countries. Almost 
all the problems concerning the life of the people are discussed and ways to 
resolve them are found in the presence of Guru Granth in the Gurdwara. 


Sikh Gurus visited the state of Jammu and Kashmir also. At some 
places they themselves established Sikh shrines. This tradition was followed by 
the Sikhs of the Guru continuously. They raised memorials at historical places, 
which means where the Sikh Gurus came personally and also in their memory 
at different cities and villages of the State. The purpose of these Gurdwaras is 
same as of the Gurdwaras in other states and countries. 


This booklet, “Sikh Shrines in Jammu and Kashmir” by S. Jasbir Singh 
Sarna is an excellent experiment in writing about the Sikh shrines in the state of 
Jammu and Kashmir. It does not give only information about the historical and 
geographical aspect of the shrine, it also informs about the architectural and 
landscapic beauty of the place. Through the depiction of different Gurdwaras 
the author informs the reader about economic, social and political conditions 
of the people of that place. Thus, their cultural aspect of life is introduced to 
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the reader through the depiction of shrines. At various places the author has 
introduced the different aspects of Sikh way of life also. Thus the nature and 
objectives of the Sikh religion, Sikh philosophy, Sikh sociology, are,introduced 
through this small book. It exclusively introduces the salient features of Sikhism 
in the most simple way. 


I am sure that this book is not only a meaningful addition to the 
literature on understanding the people and objectives of Sikh shrine but it also 
deals with their location, their architecture and their magnificent beauty, the 
glamour which is manifested in their structure. Thus, it serves the purpose of a 
guide to those who want to know about the different aspects of life in Jammu 
and Kashmir. In this way, this book, though small in size, yet deeper in meaning, 
performs the significant role which is expected of a book. It is a successful 
attempt on the given subject. I pray that author of this book, may continue his 
interest in this area of study and give many more works in it. At the same time, 
I strongly recommend this book to the readers who are interested to know about 
the cultural life of the Jammu and Kashmir, of the life of Sikhs in that state and 
also its spiritual and physical beauty. 

Dr. Darshan Singh 

Prof. & Chairman, 

Deptt. of Guru Nanak Sikh Studies, 
Punjab University, 

Chandigarh. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


PREFACE 


Sirdar Jasbir Singh Sarna who has already to his credit the authorship 
of three collections of poetry, one book of articles in Punjabi and two works in 
English, namely ‘Sikhs in Kashmir’ and ‘Flora and Fauna in Guru Nanak’s Bani’ 
has the privilege to place in the hands of his réaders yet another remarkable 
book on Sikh shrines in Jammu and Kashmir which is his latest contribution. 
The book, like the earlier two, shows his commitment to his faith and to that 
region of India, of which he is a proud native. The book deals with fifteen historic 
Sikh shrines, the history of which stands delineated on the basis of authentic 
documents mentioned in the Bibliography. Additional information touching the 
subject has been provided in appendices added tothe book to make it authentic. 
Coupled with plates of the shrine, that have eventually to go into the book, this 
work promises to be a rich field of enquiry not only to students of Sikh history 
and religion, but to connoisseurs of architectural art as well. The book, thus has 
every chance to become a monumental work provided its production is main- 
tained to the right level. 


Dr Madanjit Kaur 

Professor & Head 

Department of Guru Nanak Studies 
Guru Nanak Dev University. 
Amritsar. 
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GURU NANAK SAHIBS ’S VISIT TO KASHMIR 


Guru Nanak Sahib (1469-1539 C.E.*), the founder of Sikhism was the 
most widely travelled man of his time. He travelled thousands of miles, mainly 
on foot for about two decades, in all the four directions and enlighten humanity 
with his divine hymns. 

Guru Nanak’s travels have been mentioned in all the four Janam 
Sakhis. In the Bhai Bala Janam Sakhi, which was written in 1658 C.E. and in the 
Sodhi Meharwan Janam Sakhi written between 1581-1640 C.E., a clear evidence 
of Guru Nanak’s visit was mentioned among other countries to Sumer Parbat, 
{Hindus generally identify Mount Kailish with Mount Meru or Sumeru]. In 
Walayat Wali Janam Sakhi, which was taken away to England by H.T. 
Colebrook in 1815 C.E. the date of composition has been worked out to be 1634 
C.E. ic. Guru Hargobind’s pointificate. In’ this Janam Sakhi inspite of Guru 
Nanak’s visit to Sumer Parbat [Kalish] and Kashmir a meeting with Brahm Dass 
Pundit of Bej Bahara is clearly mentioned. 

Guru Nanak completed four udasies [tours] from 1497-1521 C.E. in 24 
years. Guru Nanak entered Kashmir Valley in 1517 C.E. from the Sinkiang 
province of China. He is said to have gone as far as Nanking. Along the route 
Guru Sahib was accompanied by Hansu Lohar [Black smith] and Sihain Chem- 
ba (a calicoprinter). 

Guru Nanak went to visit the Sidhs in the Himalayas. The Sidhs, who 
were celibates were surprised to seé the Guru. Guru Nanak went to a large 
number of Hindu religious places and met pundits (scholars), sidhs (who are 
supposed to be able to perform miracles,) and yogis (who are able to perform 
different feats, etc.), to tell them that the mindless and hollow rituals done for 
show have no value to God. 


Guru Nanak kept on changing his dress according to occassions and 
environments, customs and climates of the places, he happened to visit from 
time to time. The old version of the Janam Sakhi, which is preserved in Indian 
Office Records, British Library [MS Panj B-6] reads as : 


(3) ‘fyshr Cont Csads at Gent aafe aati fag Get 
net hat wash ma SS mag ager a, uf Het ms Udt ss", Ss 
fhfg sHat, At do SUS, mS HE feat aH a... ["" 


Nature had bestowed Guru Nanak with a strong and healthy physique 
which stood him in good stand in bearing the rigours of long and arduous 
journeys in the plains and deserts, on water and mountains. 


Going 30 kms around the Mansarower lake, Guru Nanak turned 
north-west, and passing Rekas lake reached Rudok via Gartok along the route 
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of Sind River. Modern mountaineers have seen idols of Guru Nanak among the 
four temples erected near Mansarower lake. From Rudok, seeing the pic- 
turesque lake Pansaong, Guru entered Ladakh through the Chasul Pass. It is 
fantastically wild vista of towering snow peaks, glaciers, rivulets and enthralling 
opportunities for climbing. From the Chasul, Crossing Sind River, Guru 
reached Upshi and then traversing a distance of 30 kms reached Karu, where 
people are still worship none-else but Guru Nanak. From Karu, Guru Nanak 
went to Gompa Hemus, the biggest monastery of Ladakh, 40 kms from Leh. 
Then Guru took the route along the Indus river towards Skardu and touched 
the soil of Nimi, Basgo and Khalsi. 


From Khalsi, Guru Nanak almost reached the fort of Skardu, where 
too a Gurdwara commemorates his visit. Skardu is also known as the place of 
‘Nanak Peer’. Skardu and Kargil were linked with an old route. Guru Nanak 
adopted that route and reached Kargil. From Kargil, crossing snow bound peaks 
more than 17,321 feet high through Dras Zogila Pass he reached Baltal. 


From that spot of captivating natural milieu, Guru Nanak reached the 
most renowned and famous Hindu Tirath Ama.nath, noted for a temple of 
Shivji. From Amarnath, crossing snow-clad mountains, he reached Pahalgam 
and then Ashu Muquam where a shepher served him with a bowl of fresh milk. 
A Gurdwara at Pahalgam commemorates the visit (Later on its foundation 
stone was laid by Akali Kaur Singh Nihang). Later he reached Mattan. Aftet 
staying for a few weeks at Mattan, Guru reached Anantnag, where too a historic 
Gurdwara commemorates his visit. 


Whether Guru Ji went around other pockets of Mattan and Anantnag, 
needs further research. Guru Sahib visited Bej Behara, Awantipura, where too 
a Gurdwara has been erected recently. Then Guru moved directly towards 
Srinagar and visited the historic Shankara-Charya temple, perched on a hill top 
1,006 feet high. It is said to have been constructed in 2664 O.E. (old era) Here 
Guru Nanak had a trappent bellevue of the entire Srinagar city with meandering 
Jehlum river. In this temple, Guru Nanak met shaivites and a great saint of 
Kashmir Shaivism, the Lalla, the prophetess held religious discussious. [Later 
on, during the reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, some devotee Sikhs raised a 
platform near the Shankaracharya temple and engraved in Punjabi and Persian, 
the Guru’s visit but unfortunately during the reign of Dogra King Partap Sinh 
(between 1905-1908 C.E.) the raised platform and engraved slates were 
removed.| 


Guru Nanak stayed under a Chinar tree (see Appendix-A). Later on 
Baba Sri Chand, the son of Guru Nanak preached Sikhism under this Chinar 
tree, familiar with the name ‘Chinar Baba Sri Chand’. But according to some 
‘historians this Chinar, was earlier known as “Chinar Baba Guru Nanak Sahibji.” 
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Then Guru Nanak crossed Jehlum bridge’ and rested near Hariparbat 
Hill, where Sharika Devi shrine was located. 

After spending a few weeks in Srinagar, the Guru is said to have 
reached Wuller, the fresh water lake of the world, through which Jehlum river 
passes. On the bank of this lake, a village Bandipura is located and a Gurdwara 
is present; the Guru travelled along the Baramulla side touching Kamraz 
Borders, rested near Kot Tirath Baramulla and wended his way to Hasan Abdal 
(Panja Sahib, Pakistan) via Uri and Kohala. Then Guru J i moved towards Tila 
Bal Gudai and crossing Jehlum and Chenab rivers reached Sialkot where 
Gurdwara Ber Sahib is erected in his honour. The Guru then visited Pasrur and 
Saidpur. and finally reached Talwandi. 


2K ok RA oe ok OK OK 


GURU HAR GOBIND SAHIB’S VISIT TO KASHMIR 


Guru Har Gobind Sahib (1595-1644 C.E.) the son of the Fifth Guru, 
visited Kashmir Valley in 1620 C.E. Guru Sahib came to Kashmir; from Sialkot 
via Wazirabad and reached Mirpur. 

According to some historians, King Jahangir accompanied the Guru 
on his way.to Kashmir. But according to M. A. Macualiff, it is still doubtful. 
Jahangir’s autobiography ‘Tuzk-i-Jahangiri’ also remains silent on this issue. 
However, it is believed that both of them had cordial relations for some years. 

In Mirpur, a large number of people met Guru Har Gobind Sahib and 
embraced Sikhism. These were Bhimba Brahaman, Changarh of village Kane, 
Bhai Moola of Sumani, etc. According to the version of Zulafkar Ardistani 
(1614-1670 C.E.) author of ‘Dabiastan-i-Mehzab’ (1645 C. E.), a Sikh, namely 
Bhai Jhanda, met Guru Hargobind Sahib. Zulafkar Ardistani (commonly 
known as Mohsan Fani), a contemporary of Guru Har Gobind, met personally 
the Guru in 1643 C.E. at Kartarpur. 

From Mirpur, ‘the Guru went to Rajouri via Poonch and entered 
Shupian. From Shupian Guru Sahib went to Srinagar. Here he camped per- 
manently in Shalimar Bagh. King Jahangir camped in Nishat Bagh. Noor Jahan 
the queen, alongwith her she-mates came to achieve blessings from Guru 
Hargobind in Shalimar. During the Guru’s stay in Kashmir, many people came 
to the Sikh fold. Guru Sahib stayed for a couple of days near Hariparbat Hill, 
where Mai Bhagberri resided. Gurdwara Chhavian Patshahi, Kathi Darwaza 
commemorates the Guru’s visit. 

From Srinagar, the Guru reached Baramulla on the bank of Jehlum 
river near Kot-Tirath, where Gurdwara Chhvien Patshahi has been erected. 
Guru Sahib frequently visited Kalimpura (Singhpura) Village. 


* There were only three constructed bridges on Jehlum river, when Guru | 


Nanak came to Kashmir: Ali Kadal: 1419 C.E., Zanakdal 1427 C.E., and | 
Fateh Kadal 1500 C.E. | 
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Guru Hargobind, then reached Muaffarabad, where a number of 
Gurdwaras have been erected in his honour. One and a half kilometer before 
reaching Uri, an historic Gurdwara Param-Pillian is situated on the bank of 
Jehlum. After this the Guru reached the spots of Kathie, Khanda and Niluchi, 
the last spot of the Guru’s visit. On these spots historical Gurdwaras were 
erected but now they are in Pakistani side of Kashmir. However, the Guru stayed 
in Kashmir for three months and then went to Panja Sahib enroute to Hazara. 


OR Oe ke fe oe ok ok 


GURU HAR RAI SAHIB’S VISIT TO KASHMIR 


Guru Har Rai Sahib (1630-61 C.E.) Seventh Sikh Guru, visited the 
Valley in 1660 C.E. and preached Sikhism, Guru Sahib probably adopted 
Rajouri-Kashmir route. Guru Sahib rested near Hariparbat hill in the house of 
a low caste Brahman. This place was earlier known as ‘Sat Guru Devi Angan, 
Hak Bazar’ Bhai Sewa Dass, Bhai Madhu Sodhi and Ram Garhia, who settled 
around this place permanently, oftenly met Guru Har Rai Sahib: This Gurdwara 
was not traced out until recently but its mention was made in Tarikh-Kalan a 
Persian manuscript. 

How much time Guru Har Rai Sahib spent in Kashmir is not definitely 
known. Although it is well known fact that Guru Ji stayed around Hariparbat 
hill in Srinagar. 

Inspite of Tarikh-Kalan, visit of Guru Rai Sahib in Kashmir is men- 
tioned in manuscripts like Rashtria Guru Gobind Singh (Giani Garja Singh ) 
and Guru Kian Sakhian. These manuscripts are still preserved in the Library of 
Punjabi University, Patiala. 

A huge Jagir associated with Guru Har Rai Sahib Gurdwara as men- 
tioned in Tarikh-Kalan(Persian) is as under: 

Arazi Walaa -212 

Pargana Aarwan -213 


Dehatiu Cheati Haiil Brrobasaf......... Moza Kawadarkawo, Zemien 
Pachanpura Yassam - Dewan Singh Granthi Chie Guru Har Rai. 
Irrigated (Aabbi) Unirrigated (Khuski) 
Pachanpura-21 kanals 2 kanals 
Kawodarke- 25 kanals 20 kanals 
Darke Kewo-100 kanals 60 kanals 
20 kanals 


During Maharaja Ranjit Singh era, this Gurdwara was named as 
“Chaie Guru Har Rai Sahib”. Here a well was also present in those days. When 


* The original copy is lying in the Punjab State Archieves, Patiala. Microfilm 


copy is also in the Research Department Govt. of J&K, Srinagar. 
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S. Hari Singh Nalwa, became the Governor of Kashmir, he went to offer Ardas 
in this Gurdwara of Devi Angan. Then he fixed a jagir of land and Rs. 360/- with 
this Gurdwara. The old testimonials were preserved with Munshi Sant Singh 
low, on which 24 Asu, 1878 Bikrami date was written. This Gurdwara 1s not 
traceable till date. 


During Sikh reign, the jagirs granted to Kashmiri Sikhs were confis- 
cated by the Dogra rulers. In this way the jagirs associated with Gurdwaras were 
also snatched. Sikhs were drawn out from the Srinagar city and Sikhs sheltered 
themselves in forests and farflung villages. In this way a number of Granthis 
(priests) of Gurdwaras also went away leaving Gurdwaras behind. In this way, 
Granthi Dewan Singh of Chaie Guru Har Rai also left. 


In those circumstances, two merchants Bhawani Rai and Ghumani Rai 
came from Hoshiarpur (Punjab) and settled in Srinagar permanently. Bhawani 
Rai’s son Hakam Rai controlled the Shrine and changed its name from ‘Chaie 
Guru Har Rai’ to ‘Hak-Bazar’ which is still familiar. The genealogy table of 
Hakim Rai have been taken from Bhag Singh Ankhi of Amritsar (see appendix 
‘B’) 

Munshi Sant Singh took away the ‘Bir of Guru Granth Sahib’ of Chaie 
Guru Har Rai with himself which is still preserved with S. Bhag Singh Ankhi. 
(Amritsar) 

Later on, S. Narian Singh and S. Attar Singh through court orders got 
their share (8 kanals and 10 marlas) and chaie (well) of Guru Har Rai gone as 
a share to S. Attar Singh. Main Gurdwara gone to Karim Chand as share. In 
1947, Karim Chand sold the land of Gurdwara to one Abdul Guffar and went 
to Punjab. 

After 1931 C.E., British Govt. sent Glancy Mission to investigate 
among other things, the Religious Jagirs etc. of the Sikhs under the Governship 
of Attar Singh, a committee submitted its report as under : 


GURDWARA SRI GURU HAR RAI JI HARIPARBAT. 
1. Remarks of the Tehsildar : 
No record is available. 
_ 2. Remarks of the Governor : 


It is evident from the old testimonials as produced by the Sikhs that 
they got Rs. 360 /- (At this time equal to Rs. 224/-) as free of cost, the revenue 
of Muzza Kawodrang Tehsail Kulgam, which should be given to them today 
also. Inspite of it,a Patshahi bagh of Gurdwara was also associated which is still 
under the department of Agriculture’s captivity (Near Lal Mandi where 
Agriculture garden is located) 


3 KK KOK 
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GURDWARA PATHAR SAHIB LEH-LADAKH 


Gurdwara Pathar (stone) Sahib is situated about 24 kilometers from 
Leh Kargil Road. The Gurdwara is at a height of about 3700 meters above the 
sea level. It’s foundation stone was laid in May, 1977 and at present is a very 
modest building. It commemorates the visit of Guru Nanak to this place while 
returning from Tibet Mansarower. 

An interesting tradition is prevalent till date among the people of 
Basgo that when Guru Nanak was passing through Basgo, along with his 
companions, at this place an ogre (demon) attacked them. The Guru gave a 
push to the ogre and it struck against a rock (Pathar), which still bears the mark 
of the ogre’s fall on it. This mark is in cavity shape 8 feet in height and 8 feet in 
diameter. Some people misconcept it as the mark of Guru Nanak’s back (Need 
further research). The Rock is still preserved adjacent to the Gurdwara. The 
Gurdwara’s management is looked after by the Sikh soldiers. 

The reliable detailed account of the Guru’s journeys may be in the 
hidden treasures of the monasteries in Ladakh. Very little 1s known about the 
Guru’s itinerary in this part of the country. Much is shrouded in darkness and 
needs further research. 


SK ok OK OK 


GURDWARA NANAKSAR MATTAN 


Gurdwara Mattan Sahib is 57 kilometers away from Srinagar. It is 
believed that Guru Ji stayed thirteen days at Mattan. A story is also familiar 
about the Juma Chupian in the nearby forests. Guru Ji stayed near Mattan 
spring (Mach Bhawan). 

Mattan was famous for the site of rums of Martand temple, described 
by an occidental peregrinator as occupying the grandest of sites in the World 
of temples. In the middle of the spring pond, a raised platform was seen on 
which Guru Sahib had a discussion with Kashmiri pandit Braham Das of Bej 
Behara, who was proud of his knowledge. 


Now-a-days the platform parts are seen in the bottom of the spring 
pond. Earlier there was no any stone wall or Hindu temple around this pond. 
According to Editor ‘Reformer’ Lahore and Twarikh Kashmir (Pt. Hargopal 
Kaul Khasta), the stone wall and Garden was constructed by King Shah Jahan. 

Guru Ji on seeing Pandit Braham Das coming with huge stock of books, 
recited the following couplet. 

“One may read thousands of books, with 

cart load of books to follow, 

One may study innumerable epics or fill, 

One’s cellars with volume of study, 

One may read for generations and generations , 
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And spend every month in the year studying 

And one may read ones entire life, 

Right upto one’s last breath, 

Sayeth Nanak, there is one truth His name only, 

All else is Vanity of the egoistic mind." 

Pandit Braham Dass was shaken and fell at the feet of thé Guru. Guru 
Ji stayed a few days at the residence of Braham Das. A Muslim faquir Kamal 
also discussed religious aspects with the Guru Ji. Braham Das and Kamal Faquir 
was so much impressed by the divine knowledge of the Guru that both of them 
embraced Sikhism. By the order of the Guru, they constructed a Gurdwara in 
Mattan Sahib, which is commemorating Guru Nanak’s visit. 

Later on S. Gurmukh Singh who was a member in the council of Afghan 
reign (Governor Kashmir Noor Din Khan Bambazi) constructed a splendous 
Gurdwara in 1766 C. E. In 1821 C.E. S. Hari Singh Nalwa, constructed seven 
small Gurdwaras on the three sides of the twin springs. In which seven Guru 
Granth Sahib’s were installed. There were 84 rooms associated with these 
Gurdwaras. On the ruined platform in the spring pond Maharaja Hari Sinh 
constructed a temple in 1944 CLE. 

During the reign of Maharaja Partap Sinh these Gurdwaras were 
removed from 1905-1909 C.E. When Sikh historian Sewa Ram Singh first visited 
Mattan Sahib in 1908 C.E. at this place, he saw only one Gurdwara. (See 
Appendix -C). 

Now-a-days only one Gurdwara is seen on the right side of the spring, 
near Suria Mandir. Although this Gurdwara is constructed later on away from 
the spring. Deodar and Kail wood, is utilized in its construction. On the right 
side, near Suria Mandir, Kesri Nishan Sahib is hoisted which is 35 feet high and 
3 feet in its circumference. Its basement is about 8 feet in square. A Khanda- 
Chakra is also seen on its top. One of the copies of Guru Granth Sahib is about 
sixteen century old. Its first page is written with Gold ink by S. Hari Singh Nalwa. 

On one side of the Gurdwara, a board is placed on which the following 
urdu couplet is written. 

“Gurdwara Pahli Patshahi Nanksar Mattan 

Sahib Kashmir Yuian Guru Ji Ne Braham Dass 


Pandit se Gosth Ki.” 


According to Bhai Kahan Singh Nabha, an annual Jagir of Rs. 50/- was 
associated with this Gurdwara in early times. 


FE ok 2 ee 


GURDWARA NANAK ASTHAN ANANTNAG 


Gurdwara Nanak Asthan Anantnag is associated with the first Guru 
Nanak. The great Guru visited Anantnag in 1517 C.E. He camped on the 
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outskirts near the spring of Nagbal . Consequently, this Gurdwara attained a 
status of holy shrine. The Guru, was an apostle of peace, brotherhood, and 
amity. Whether Guru Nanak visited Ichhabal, Koker nag and Verinag needs 
further research. 

It is said that Gurdwara Guru Nanak Dev Nagbal (Anantnag) was 
present before the Sikh reign. During the Sikh rule a number of jagirs were 
granted to this Gurdwara. The old testimonials of Sikh rule testifies its existance. 
Later on, its. construction was done by Shiromani Khalsa Darbar Jammu 
Kashmir in 1945 C.E. 


ek ok kK 


GURDWARA SHAHJI MARG PULWAMA 


Gurdwara Shahji Marg is associated with the Sixth Guru Hargobind 
Sahib. It is the first spot of Guru Hargobind Sahib’s visit to the Kashmir Valley. 
According to Sikh chronicles, while on his way to Kashmir Guru Ji noticed a 
child, wrapped in dirty clothes, lying on the road. He got down from his horse 
and picked up the forlorn child , who was crying and lying unattended. The Sikh 
disciples, who were accompanying the Guru, called the child Kuthra (dirty). 
Guru Ji picked him up with his hands, he washed him with the water of the spring 
flowing nearby and changed his dress. Guru Ji observed that a child is never 
Kuthra (dirty) but always Suthra (clean). Thus he set an example for his 
devotees. A legend is familiar that in Shupian, a devotee Sikh namely Katu Shah 
alongwith people - folk went to Guru Hargobind for blessings. Enroute to the- 
Guru, Katu Shah asked people to give him honey as he was hungry. 

The people folk said it was only meant for Guru Ji. When people 
reached at that place where Guru Hargobind Sahib was resting and offered the 
honey. It was a great surprise for the people that the honey was boiling with 
worms and bacteria and unavoidable odour. People with the order of Guru i, 
first served the honey to Katu Shah and then to Guru Ji. At this place Guru 
Hargobind Sahib expounded the thesis that ‘the Guru’s treasure chest is the 
benevolence of the poor’. 

Guru Ji insisted Katu Shah to preach Sikh religion in the Valley. A 
‘Guru’s well is still situated in the dense forests 3 kilometer away from the 
Gurdwara. 

From Ancient times, Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs achieve blessings and 
offer parshads at this shrine. This place was discovered lateron by Bhai Mohar 
Singh of Nangali Sahib. Later on Sant Man Singh stayed at this place for a long 
time. 


A magnificient Gurdwara was built lateron. A garden landscapeally 
maintained by the Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Pulwama. 


Katu Shah was a Kashmiri Muslim, who became a Sikh of Guru 
Hargobind Sahib and preached Sikhism in the valley. Shahji Marg is situated 
near Shupian near the stream Kablimpur along the Mughal road. According to 
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revenue records, its name is mentioned as Kablimpur. Kablimpur village is 
affiliated with Bhai Katu Shahji, for that reason it is known as Shahji Marg. 
Shahji Marg is also known as Shad Marg in Kashmiri Language. Near this place 
‘Pathkala Vir’ shrine was also situated. An old Chinar tree is also seen near the 
Gurdwara. 


2K ok ok ok oe ok 


GURDWARA CHHAVIEN PATSHAHI SRINAGAR 


Gurdwara Chavien Patshahi Srinagar i is situated at the foot of Haripar- 
bat hill. This is a most famous Sikh shrine in Kashmir. Guru Hargobind Sahib 
visited the Kashmir Valley in the Summer of 1620 C.E. A Manji or the seat of 
Sikh mission was established at Srinagar in Guru Amar Dass’s time. The 
contemporary masand or the incumbent incharge of the Manji was Sewa Das. 
Guru Hargobind rested outside the sealed fort of Mughal city ‘Nagar Nagris’. 
Sewa Dass’s old mother, Mai Bhagbhari had sewn a chola (dress) by her own 
hands, while reciting the holy psalms of Gurbani. She had an intense desire to 
present this chola to Guru Hargobind Sahib personally. 

It was the magnetism of Mai Bhagbhari which drew Guru Hargobind 
to Kashmir. On reaching Srinagar, the Guru met Sewa Das of Kathi Darwaza 
and many more Kashmiri devotees. They received him with great love and 
devotion. The mother of Sewa Das touched the feet of the Guru. He asked her 
to bring the chola (dress) she had made for him and put it on. The joy of Mai 
Bhagbari knew no bounds. 

The Guru stayed at Srinagar for nearly three months. He held con- 
gregations, delivered discourses and left the place only after he had supervised 
the last rites of Mai Bhagbhari and had thus immortalised her. 

During Guru Hargobind’s stay at Srinagar, Guru ji built a shrine at 
Hariparbat, appointed Bhai Sewa Das its incharge and asked him to live there 
and preach the true faith. 

The Guru rested for a few weeks here but camped permanently in 
Shalimar Bagh. Regular Dewans were held daily. Guru ji propagated Guru 
Nanak’s teachings. Devotees gathered in large number to hear his message of 
love and brotherhood. He exhorted them to treat the lowliest of low wish 
kindness and compassion. 

This Gurdwara was renovated by Sikh Governor S. Hari Singh Nalwa 
(1819-1821 C.E.). According to Dr. Sufi “The Gurdwara of Mattan, Baramulla 
and outside Kathi Darwaza Srinagar were built by Nalwa (Hari Singh) and also 
a garden at the Jehlum there.” 

Gurdwara’s arches resembling, somehow with that of Iranian architect. 
Near the Gurdwara,‘Guru Ka Bagh’ is also located. The Gurdwara came under 
the Gurdwara Act in 1976 C.E. Gurdwara Parbandak Committee Srinagar again 
repaired and constructed some parts of the Gurdwara. 
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Now-a-days Kar Sewa Sant Bhai Harbans Singh of New Delhi renoated 
a splendous Gurdwara at the place of The old one. 


2 KK Oe KO OK 


GURDWARA CHHAVIEN PATSHAHI BARAMULLA 


It is the third Gurdwara which commemorates Guru Hargobind’s visit 
to Kashmir Valley. This Gurdwara is situated on the right bank of Jehlum river 
at the foot of rocky hill near Kot-Tirath and Varha Ganga (According to 
Brangish Rishi’s book ‘Vitsatha Mohatam’ the portion between Baramulla upto 
Khatnayar is known as Kot-Tirath). 

Guru Ji rested for a long time here and preached the mission of Guru 
Nanak Sahib. Guru Ji’s graceful bearing and personality inspired the listeners 
profoundly. 

The famous stone-cutters of Baramulla presented a beautifully 
designed Takht (stone cot) to King Jehangir. But King Jehangir presented 
further that Takht to Guru Hargobind Sahib, the owner of Akal Takht and the 
devotees took the blessings of the Guru. 

Guru Ji stayed a few weeks in Baramulla and a number of Devotees 
presented a Chinar sapling to Guru Ji to plant it as a sign of their memory to 
this place. Guru ji planted the Chinar tree before proceeding towards Punjab 
via Uri. 

Later on, a devotee Sikh of Guru Ji Bhai Daya Ram constructed a 
beautiful Tharra around the Takht on which Guru Sahib preached the Guru 
Nanak’s mission. After Bhai Daya Ram, Bhai Lal Chand and Bhai Jassa Singh 
performed the Sewa (service as active help to fellow beings occupies a Central 
place in the social ethics of Sikhs). 

Later on, Bhai Gurdial Singh performed the duties of Seva and con- 
structed a Kutia. 

Kashmir Governor S. Hari Singh Nalwa (1819-1821) came to this 
Gurdwara to offer prayers. He granted a jagir of three villages namely Janbaz- 
pora, Nadihal and Vodhra to this Gurdwara. S. Hari Singh Nalwa also brought 
S. Fateh Singh Bali Varra Ganga, (who was temporarily settled in Fatehgarh 
Sharri but actually belonged to Rawalpindi). 

S. Hari Singh Nalwa constructed a beautiful Gurdwara, near the r 
Chinar tree. During the Sikh reign, this Gurdwara was known as ‘Gurdwara Kot 
Tirath.’ Maharaja Ranjit Singh granted a jagir of four villages and rupees three 
thousand per annum to this Gurdwara. 

Baron Charles Von Hugel, an illustrious Austrian traveller having a 
scientific bent of mind also visited this Gurdwara (see appendix-D) during the 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh reign. 


* Mahan Kosh (Encyclopaedia of Sikh Literature) By Bhai Kahan Singh, 
Delhi, Reprint 1990, p. 857. 
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S. Gurdiai Singh’s hand written copy of ‘Guru Granth Sahib’ is still 
preserved in this Gurdwara. A number of sewadars later on performed the 
duties with devotional zeal. 

During the time of Maharaja Partap Sinh all the Jagirs granted to this 
Gurdwara were confiscated. After sometime, a splendous Gurdwara building } 
was constructed by some devotee Sikhs. 

Before 1947, Guru Ka Langar (sacred kitchen) and special boarding | 
and lodging facilities were available for the needy students. No harm was metted 
to this Gurdwara, in 1947, Guru Nanak Bhawan and Guru Nanak Model School | 
are run under the management of this Gurdwara. Guru Hargobind’s birth day 
‘and other Gurpurbs are celebrated with zeal and enthusiasm. | 
\ In 1985 C.E., the Tharra Sahib, near the Chinar tree was dismentled 
by a Karseva Sant S. Harbans Singh of New Delhi. The historic Chinar tree has 
been uprooted . He constructed a new splendous Gurdwara which ts 45 feet 
long and 45 feet wide in stone cement and iron, marble is also utilized in its 
construction. The Gurdwara is a two storeyed building having four arches on 
top, fifth one being bigger among the four on which Gold coating is seen. 

Residential quarters for the sevadars and pilgrims are constructed on 
one side of the shrine. 


2K OK OK 


GURDWARA THARRA SAHIB KALIMPURA (SINGHPORA) 


A beautiful Gurdwara 8 kilometers trom Baramulla Town on the 
mound top of Kalimpura (Singhpora) which is hardly one Kilometer from 
Baramulla — Srinagar national highway. 

Kalimpura’s earlier name was Karanpura, a king of high calibre once 
named this village after the name of his youngest queen Rani Karna Devi. The 
area around this village is known as ‘Karhun’ which is coined by the king . This 
name is still familiar. Kalimpura was covered with scrub forests and a wide , 
variety of flora and fauna in Those days. Due to the scarcity of water, Guru ji | 
dugged a well of cold water, which is still preserved near the shrine. 


A legend is familiar that one Muslim faquir Balol and his disciples met — 
Guru Hargobind Sahib ai this place. They were very much impressed about the 


* — Jathedar Sri Akal Takht Sahib Amritsar’s letter dated August 2, 1993, No. 
435/A/93 to the author at Kashmir. 


“OH S sda edd dso nS a Ue 6 HHafus gat St ia Hay CC 

33 niPoo al Be 3 iaanitg cee SARS mao oremnd gy 

Sdt Ht aent aret adten nue sane dat $ at areara’ Te" 

Ssetaniact isa didend Ge a wn eu dg umd ed ASS 

Ce aa 
i 
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divine knowledge of the Guru Sahib. When Guru Ji left Kashmir, faquir Balol 
and his disciples candled a flame near this spot. (Much is shrouded in darkness 
and needs research). This spot was later on discovered by the Sikhs. 

During the reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, a number of Sikhs came 
from Punjab to settle permanently in Kashmir. A number of Sikhs visit this 
shrine ofently during the Sikh rule. 

During the last phase of the nineteenth century, a “Thara’ (Platform) 
was raised 20 feet x 25 feet byS. Mutwal Singh Sahni and other devoted Sikhs. 
In those days, the Sikhs of village Singhpora celebrating Baisakhi day on this 
‘Tharra’. It is only in 1928 C.E. reputed dignitaries and scholars of Chief Khalsa 
Dewan Anritsar namely Bhai Vir Singh, S. Damodar Singh, S. Narinder Singh 
and others visited this place, constructed a beautiful Gurdwara on this place. 
Its architectural design resembles like that of Punjab Gurdwaras. It was com- 
pleted on 13th April 1931 and Guru Granth Sahib was installed. Upto 1947 the 
Gurdwara Granthi was deputed by the Chief Khalsa Dewan, Amritsar. 

During the holocaust of 1947, four doors were set ablaze by the 
invaders but the main building remained intact. Now-a-days a splendous and 
beautiful Gurdwara is constructed . Baisakhi day is celebrated with zeal and 
enthusiasm every year. The management of this Shrine is looked after by the 
Gurdwara Parbandak Committee, Baramulla. 


ok KE 


GURDWARA PARIMPILIAN (URI) 


Gurdwara Parimpilian, Uri commemorates the visit of Guru Har- 
gobind who stayed here on his way to Punjab. The Gurdwara is situated 50 
kilometers away from Baramulla on Baramulla Uri National Highway. It is 
swuated on the right bank of Jehlum river near the Seria (fort) of King Jahangir 
(1605 -1628). 


A legend is familiar from generations to generations that Guru Har- 
gobind Sahib while preaching the mission of Guru Nanak on a long stone plate 
(which ts still presereved) here, five Muslim pirs of high calibre namely Gulsher, 
Phorsultan, Rangt Emam, Noor Nihal and Abdul Gaffoor had a religious 
conversation with the Guru. To know the divine force of Guru Hargobind, the 
five pirs adopted their maracle powers but failed. Pir Abdul Gaffoor and Rangi 
Emam argumented sinfully with Guru Sahib. Guru Sahib abruptly told them 
that the true disciples of Allah (God) should not talk these words. Neither sky 
nor earth could accept them. Nature’s lightening should not spear them. 


It is an interesting story that after Guru Hargobind left Uri towards 
Punjab, Pir Abdul Galfoor died and his body came out of the grave alongwith 
taboot (wooden box in which dead body is placed) and flew and came near 
pirnian village, which ts still hanging in a Muslim shrine near the village. 
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Pir Rangi Emam’s grave is near village Shahdara (Uri) on the bank of 
Jehlum river at the footsteps of a hill. Once due to natural lightening, his grave 
burnt and the land became red. No plantation or grass grows upto this day. It 
is known as Garam Ziarat (Warm shrine) by the muslims. 


Near the Gurdwara Sahib, a Muslim mosque is also constructed which 
signifies the Guru Sahib’s love for other communities. 


Later on, the local Sayeed Muslim devotees of Guru Ji candled a flame 
near this stone plate. This place remained hidden for a quite long time. 


It is only in 1936-1937 Sikh devotees of Salamabad Uri, Dardkot, etc. 
constructed a small Gurdwara on this spot. Certain objections were raised by 
some miscreants patronized by Alikhan of Lachhipura. At last, Krim Ullah 
Deputy Commissioner authorized the Sikhs to build a Gurdwara at this place. 
Due to the personal efforts of S. Narain Singh Salambad, S. Gurmukh Singh and 
S. Damodar Singh (Engineers) and other Sikhs, The Gurdwara building was 
erected in short time. Masons like S. Dulla Singh and S. Fulla Singh (Punjab) 
performed the construction Sewa with devotional zeal. Due to their constant 
efforts a high Kesri Nishan Sahib has been erecied. A number of devotees 
including Sikhs, Sahajdhari Sikhs. Brahmans and Sayeed Muslim's visit this 
shrine daily. 

In 1947, Sayeed Muslims protected the shrine from the invaders. Bhai 
Gokal Singh of Chandanwari performed the duties of a Granthi, after travelling 
a distance of 20 kilometers daily on foot. 

Later on, every Sunday Giani Isher Singh Bakish, Gian Sant Singh 
Bhatpuri and S. Ichpal Singh performed Kirtan in this Gurdwara. 

In 1970-71, a bridge was constructed on the Jehlum river, which linked 
Gurdwara. Inspite of civilians, army personal performed the sewa off and 
on,with devotional zeal. 


Bhai Narian Singh Transporter of Islamabad remained the President 
of this Gurdwara for complete 23 years and performed the duties with devo- 
tional zeal. Now-a-days the shrine is under District Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee. Baramulla. Baisakhi day and Guru Hargobind’s birthday arc 
celebrated with spiritual enthusiasm. 


oe Ae eo A ok 


GURDWARA CHHAVIEN PATSHAHI KATHIE 


This Gurdwara is located in the area forming part of Pakistani Kash- 
mir. The sixth Guru, Guru Hargobind reached this spot called Kathie. The 
Gurdwara is situated 4 kilometers away from the village Chakuthi on the bank 
of Jehlum. Most of the population of the village was Kashatria (Hindus). Before 
partition Sikh population was concentrated in the villages Chakuthi; Phal, 
Remunad Merra, Bakot, etc. which were 3-5 Kilometers away. 
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Baisakhi day and other Gurpurabs were celebrated with great zeal. The 
concrete Gurdwara building was constructed in 1936 C.E. Its management 
committee was performing the duties and Sikh code of conduct smoothly. 

After 1947, its condition is not known. From this spot Guru Hargobind 
visited Khanda Village, where too a small Gurdwara was erected. 


2 KK 5K Ok 


GURDWARA CHHAVIEN PATSHAHI NULCHI 
(MUZAFARABAD) 


This is the last spot of Guru Hargobind’s visit to Kashmir Valley. This 
Gurdwara is located too in the area now forming part of Pakistani Kashmir. 


One and a half kilometers from the emergence point of river Jehlum 
with Krishan Ganga and half of Kilometer from Muzaffarbad city is a village 
known as Nulchi. In Nulchi, a beautiful Gurdwara was erected before 1947. In 
this Gurdwara a huge congregation hall, a spring of water, Langar (sacred 
kitchen ) and free boarding and lodging house for the needy students were the 
main achievements. Till date after 1947, its condition is not known. 


3K RK KK 


GURDWARA NANGALI SAHIB POONCH 


Gurdwara Nangli Sahib is situated 3 kms. from Poonch town on the 
bank of the stream Darongli. According to one version Gurdwara ‘Namkiali’ 
was erected by Bhai Mela Singh, which consecrated Guru Nanak’s visit to 
Poonch (needs further research). Bhai Mela Singh (1783-1854 C.E.) coined 
name ‘Nangali Sahib Dera’ in 1817 C.E. 

Guru Gobind Singh had sent some Sikh missionaries to Poonch and 
Kashmir for the propagation of Sikhism. Guru Ji sent Bhai Amolak Singh, Bhai 
Pharu Singh (1636-1710) and Bhai Punjab Singh (1612-1736) to the hills of 
Kashmir. In this way Amritdhari Sikhs were seen, in Jammu and Kashmir during 
the 18th century. Bhai Pharu Singh and Bhai Punjab Singh both of them were 
present at Anandpur Sahib at the time of Khalsa Panth’s creation in 1699 C.E. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh met Bhai Mela Singh on his way to capture 
Kashmir in 1814 and 1819. Other Successors of bhai Mela Singh were Bhai Mana 
Singh, (1791-1870 C.E.) Bhai Mangal Singh (1844-1877), Bhai Rattan Singh 
(1828-1889), Bhai Avtar Singh (1865-1901), Bhai Mohar Singh (1878-1919), 
Bhai Mangal Singh Sasan (1880-1947), Bhai Bachattar Singh (1918-1991). Bhai 
Manjit Sinh is the present successor on the seat. 

Successors of this seat remain Bachelor and teetoteller throughout 
their life. On every Sunday a congregation is held in which hundreds of people 
inspite of caste, crced and colour participated and langar (sacred Kitchen) is 
issued. Maharaja Ranjit Singh granted a huge jagir to this Dera. Similarly in 
1828 C.E. Maharaja Gulab Singh also granted Jagir to this Gurdwara. 
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In 1947, invaders looted the property of this dera and then set it ablaze. 
After 1947, again this Dera was constructed and nearly fifteen lakh rupees were 
spent on its construction. A large number of institutions have been running 
under its banner especially orphan children school, Digiana Technical Ashram 
Jammu, Khalsa High School Jammu, Baramulla Technical Ashram, etc. 


2k ok ok ok ok 


DERA BABA BANDA SINGH BAHADUR (REASTD) 


Dera Baba Banda Singh Bahadur is 13 kilometers from Reasi, on the 
bank of river Chenab. 


Banda was born in 1670 C.E. at Rajouri in Jammu State of Rajput 
parents and was named Lachhman Das. He joined an order of bairagi (men- 
dicants) at an early age and was given a new name Madho Das. He had set up 
an establishment of his own at Nanded (Maharashtra), where he had lived for 
15 years before he met Guru Gobind Singh who gave him a new name Banda 
(Slave) to describe his relationship to the Guru. His name after initiation was 
changed to Gurbux Singh but he continues to be popularly known as Banda 
Bahadur. 


The famous Sikh hero was sent to Punjab from the Deccan by Guru 
Gobind Singh to punish the enemies of the Khalsa. Banda Bahadur was crowned 
at Loh Garh after the victory of Sirhind and Samana and struck coins in the 
name of the Guru. 


Abdul Samad Khan, the Governor of Lahore assembled a big army 
which besieged Banda Bahadur for 8 months before capturing him in December 
1715 CLE. He was brought to Delhi where he was tortured to death in June 
1716 C.E. 

According to the legend of Bandei Sikhs as mentioned by Bhai Kahan 
Singh Nabha in his magnum opus ‘Encyclopaediea of Sikh literature 
(Mahankosh), needs historic research. Maharaja Ranjit Singh and Maharaja 
Gulab Sinh associated a number of jagirs with this dera. Dr. Ganda Singh known 
historian has given list of successors of Banda Singh Bahadur (see Appendix-E) 

In this dera, certain arms and other belongings to Banda Bahadur are 
preserved including sword and arrows etc., which were used against the tyrants 
who had killed thousand of innocent Sikhs were avenged upon. 


Tere ry 
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| APPENDIX - A 
(Extract from ‘the Chinar’by Ashraf, Q.A. and Bhat A.N. J & K 1988) 


Chinar or ‘Bhuni’ as it is called in local dialect belongs to genus 
| Platanus of the family Plantanacae. The word ‘Bhuni’ is considered to be 
corruption of a Sanskrit word ‘Bhawani’ which means ‘a blissful mother’. Truely, 
the Chinar is like an affectionate blissful mother, soothing everyone who seeks 
| its celestial shade. 

Chinar plantation and care received special attention during Mughal 
period. The Kings, qucens, nobles and the Governors contributed to its develop- 
ment, preservation and systematic plantation particularly during emperor Shah 
Jahan’s period . The concept that the Chinar was introduced to Kashmir by 
| Mughals is not correct. Once also finds its mention in a poetical couplet of well 
| known saint-Poctess ‘Lalded’, Where she compares a good spouse with a 
| celestial Chinar ‘Shchij Bhuni’. The saint poetess of Kashmir flourished in 
i fourteenth century whereas Mughals came to Kashmir towards the end of 
sixteenth century. However, no Royal dynasty patronized and promoted Chinar 
in Kashmir more than the Mughals did. They gave it a status of a Royal tree 
which it continues to enjoy though mixed with public in difference and apathy. 
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APPENDIX -B 
(Showing genealogy of Hakim Rai) 


Hakim Rai (Caste Low Mahiwal) 


| | 


Hari Singh 


Munshi Sant Singh Attar Singh Narian Singh 


[ 
Namo Durgi Seboo Bhago 
(Wife) 


| 
Kesar Singh 


| ae: rd 


Dewan Singh Inder Singh Sewa Singh Bhag Singh ___ Dolat Singh 


| Gurcharan Singh =Awatar Singh Mohan Singh Khem Singh 
: 

(Granthi) Ankhi | 
| 


APPENDIX - C 
(Extract from ‘The Divine Master’ by S. Sewa Ram Singh, Lahore, 1931) 


The remnants of a platform in the centre of the lower tank of the twin | 
springs at Mattan indicates the spots where the Master had sat, while some ruins 
of the pillars of the cause way leading up to the plate from the left side of the 
: spring are also visible in 1908, when the present writer visited Kashmir. He saw | 
one of the seven Gurdwaras, which had been built on three sides of the twin | 
springs, still standing and he read a sermon from the ‘Granth Sahib’ to the 
assembled auidence in that Gurdwara. That Gurdwara, however, has also gone 
in ruins, and a new one seems to have recently been constructed. Not on that 
site but along the South Western corner of the lower spring. It is difficult to say 
who is responsible for this act of vandalism. 
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APPENDIX -D 


(Extract from‘ Travel in Patiala, 1970 Kashmir and Punjab’) By Baron Char- 
les V. Hugel) 


Monday, December 7 : 


The sun had set sometime before me reached Baramulla. I chose my 
nights abode in an open hall of the Dharamsala, seeing that the room in which 


my people had kindled a fire was enveloped in smoke ....... ! 


The open hall where I was lodged was spacious, adorned with marble 
pillars, and paved with squares of the same. True, | fancied more than once that 
I should have died of cold, but I must admit that I had been most incautions with 
regard to my wardrobe, I possessed neither clock nor great coat. I drew and 
wrote until I was quite worn out, and lay benumbed with cold in my Charpai. I 
would not positively affirm that I had not occasionally some dreaming idea how 
pleasant it might be to be spared ever, again awaking to the sorrows, miseries, 
and labours of this nether world . 


Tuesday, December 8. 


I was roused before day break, by a strange kind of singing. The 
Dharamsala was properly a Sikh temple; or the residence of a Sikh priest, who 
is bound to offer a lodging to every traveller of his own faith, and is paid for this 
hospitable shelter by different sorts of gifts, this is the chief source of his 
revenue. | had taken possession of the audience hall of a priest of some 
consequence in Baramulla, and in an open court before it, | remarked a very 
tasteful building of stone, in which was erected a throne, adorned with red and: 
yellow silk carpets, and hung with richly-ornamented curtains. On this throne 
was seated the old priest. His beard was as white as snow. In his hand he had a 
Chauri or fly fan, made from the tail of the Tibet yak. The handle, which was of 
silver he moved to and fro incessantly. Over his head there was an oil lamp 
burning, and before him the Granth (Guru Granth Sahib) or Book of the Sikh 
law, open, from which he was chanting in a loud voice. When first I was roused 
from sleep by the noise, and looked out on the elegant throne, and the Venerable 
old man upon it , I could hardly persuade myself that the whole was not a vision, 
but the continued pains in my head to soon reminded me of the reality of the 
scence. The severity of the cold was excessive, yet the old man had been at his 
religious duties since four O’clock, and every now and then the Sikhs came to 
ask his advice; he seemed in fact to hold a continuous Darbar. 
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APPENDIX -E 


(Extract from ‘Life of Banda Singh Bahadur, by Dr. Ganda Singh , Publica- 
tion Bureau, Punjabi University, Patiala, 1990) 


THE SUCCESSORS OF BANDA SINGH 


For a quarter of century vigorous persecution of the Sikhs was con- 
tinued under the government of AbdusSamad Khan Diler-i-Jang and his son 
and successor Zakriya Khan, Khan Bahadur. Driven out of towns, caught and 
massacred in their villages, hunted down like wild beasts in the jungles, and 
burnt to death in their hiding-places in the Punjab. They were reduced to great 
extremities and were forced to take refuge in the eastern and north-eastern hills, 
inthe Lakhi Jungle tract of the Malwa Districts and the sandy deserts of Bikaner. 
But, as mentioned before, Banda Singh’s second wife Sahib Kaur and her son 
Ranjit Singh remaincd safe in the hills. 


RANJIT SINGH: 


Unlike his father Ranjit Singh was a quiet natured man. He did not 
stir out of his mountain recess during these perilous days. The tide of Bandei 
Khalsa, therefore, fell to the lowest ebb, and they were confined to a few families 
here and there in the hills and plains. Ranjit Singh led a very pure life, always 
absorbed in the study of the Guru Granth Sahib, and propagated Gurbani and —_, 
the sacred Name. He was onlya titular head of the Dera with a normal following. 
He ended his days in oblivion and died in the Dera on the afternoon of Sawan 
Vadi 9th ,1810 Bikrami, 1753. 


JUJHAR SINGH: 


Ranjit Singh had two sons, Jujhar Singh and Zorawar Singh, and the 
former succeeded him to the office of the Dera by virtue of his primogenitary 
right. Jujhar Singh was famous for his generosity and kind-heartedness, and is 
said to have once bestowed his own pair of bangles upon one Pandit Dila Ram 
who occasionally recited the Holy Granth Sahib to him. The times had now 
changed; the power of the Mughal in the Punjab had been broken and the Sikh 
Misals were extending their conquests throughout the country. This was a 
favourable opportunity for Jujhar Singh to extend his religious influence. He 
came as far as the Majha on a missionary tour and added a considerable number 
to his following. He built a new stately mansion for his residence and planted a 
beautiful garden at the Dera, where he died on the early morning of Monday, 
Sawan Vadi 14th, 1864 Bikrami, 1807, in the reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh at ; 
Lahore. On his death-bed he inculcated the study of the bani of the Gurus and 
the repetition of the sacred name of ‘Wahegurv’. 


(4 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


FATEH SINGH: 


Jujhar Singh had two sons Fateh Singh and Suchet Singh. The elder 
Fateh Singh became the Mahant. The circumstances were very favourable for 
the extension of his influence. The Khalsa was now supreme in the Land of the 
Five Rivers and the Kingdom of Maharaja Ranjit Singh was expanding on all 
sides. Fatch Singh availed himself of the opportunity and paid several mission- 
ary visits to the Punjab during which the numerical strength of the sect was 
greatly multiplied. In fact ‘all the bandei Sikhs, that we see now, came into the 
fold during his time,’ wrote the late Sardar Karam Singh in 1907. 


The building of the Gurdwara known as the Darbar, in memory of 
Banda Singh Bahadur was the next item on his programme. With this object in 
view he undertook two extensive tours in the south-west as far as Sindh, and 
collected large sums of money from the Illaqas of Hyderabad, Larkana, Multan, 
Bahawalpur, and Jhang.There are signs to show that many Sikhs had gone 
towards Sindh and the south-western deserts and jungles of the Punjab during 
the perilous days that followed the death of Bandha Singh. His memory was 
fresh amongst them and it largely contributed towards the success of Baba Fateh 
fingh’s mission in these districts. He also built several houses for his own 
residence at Riasi, Akhnur, Jammu, Purmandal, Wazirabad, Amritsar , 
Hardwar and other places. He generally spent six months in touring and the 
greater part of the remaining six months at Wazirabad, the residence of his 
favourite wife Gulab Dei. 


Maharaja Ranjit Singh very favourably received the request of Baba 
Fateh Singh for a jagir. He had great regard for the selfless sacrifices of Banda 
Singh Bahadur, who had sacrificed his all for the mission of Guru Gobind Singh 
and had laid the mission of Guru Gobind Singh and had laid the foundation of 
the Sikh Empire a hundred years before him. He also knew that the practices 
at the Dera conformed to the tenets of the Sikh religion and it brought multi- 
tudes of people into the fold of the Khalsa. He was pleased, therefore, to offer 
the following villages in jagir to Fateh Singh for the maintenance of the Dera: 


1. Milkhanwala, Tehsil Daska, District Sialkot, yielding Rs.315/- per 
annum. 


i) 


_ Buddha Razada, Tehsil Wazirabad, District Gujranwala, yielding 
Rs. 525/- 


3. Two wells at Wazirbad. 
4, 14 villages in the Illaqas of Akhnur and Udhampur (Jammu). 


In addition to this, Raja Gulab Sinh, Governor of Jammu, at the 
suggestion of his master Maharaja Ranjit Singh, granted to him on the 16th 
Phagan, 1890 Bikrami, February 1634, rent-free proprietory right of the village 
of Thanaur including the lands of the Dera Sahib. 
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The restriction for the Bandeis to give their daughters in marriage only 
to those who belong to their own fold owes its origin to Baba Fateh Singh. During 
one of his tours in the south-west, a Bandei lady of Khanewal, in the district of 
Multan, invited him to dinner in her house. At the time of the dinner, the Sangat 
in the train of the Mahant exceeded far beyond the expected number. As the 
meals had only been prepared for a limited number, the male members of the 
house, who were not Bandeis, locked the house and went away. On the arrival 
of the Mahant at the house, the lady explained the position to him. The Sangat 
was, however, satisfied with what was ready. But Fateh Singh took it very 
seriously and enjoined that the daughters of the Bandeis should not, in future, 
be married to non-Bandeis. 


Fateh Singh had four wives, first Kishni, daughter of a Tuli Khattri of 
the village of Singial in the district of Sialkot, second Gulab Dei of Wazirabad, 
third Bhag Bhari, daughter of a Shahni Khattri of Ahmadpur in the district of 
Jhang, and the fourth Narain Dei of the village of Chariai in the Ilaqa of 
Udhampur (Jammu) Fateh Singh had only one son, Sahib Singh, from his first 
wife, but he died very young. 


SUCCESSORS OF FATEH SINGH: 


On the death of Fateh Singh on the 2nd of Har (Jeth Sudi, 2nd), 1902 
Bikrami, mid-June 1845, —his younger brother Suchet Singh having died 
issueless— the direct line from Ranjit Singh to Jujhar Singh ended with him 
and the control of the Bandei Khalsa passed on to the kind of Zorawar Singh, 
the second son of the first Mahant Baba Ranjit Singh. Under ordinary cir- 
cumstances Kharak Singh the elder son of Arjan Singh, son of Zorawar Singh, 
should have been elected. But, in the dispute that arose for the succession, his 
younger brother Amir Singh, the nominee and the adopted son of the late 
Mahant Fateh Singh’s favourite wife Gulab Dei, was declared successful. Amir 
Singh had only one son Pahar Singh, who died issueless; the high office, 
therefore, was transferred to Daya Singh, the only son of Kharak Singh. A 
lengthy litigation ensued on the death of Daya Singh between his sons Teja Singh 
and Attar Singh, when, at the suggestion of the court, the Sangat of the Bandeis 
held a conference and decided in favour of the elder brother Teja Singh with 
monthly allowances for the other three brothers, Attar Singh, Sohan Singh and 
Sujan Singh. Teja Singh was succeeded by Attar Singh, who, inturn, bequeathed 
his heritage to Bhai Sardul Singh, the son of his youngest brother Sujan Singh. 


Baba Sardul Singh, the present head, is a promising young man of 
progressive views. He is an old student of the Shahid Sikh Missionary College, 
Amritsar, and is well- versed in the history and philosophy of the Sikh religion. 


The pratices at Dera Baba Banda Singh upto the present day (1935) 
are strictly in accordance with the tenets and traditions of the Sikh Religion . 
The Sikh Scripture, Gur: Granth Sahib, is installed in both the Gurdwaras, Dera . 
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Sahib and Bangla Sahib, and the divine services of Rahiras, etc. are followed by 
the usual Ardasa of the tenth Patshahi ending with the dohiras: 


Agya bhei Akal ki tabhi chalayo Panth, 

Sab sikhan ko hukam hai Guru manyo Granth; 
Guru Granth ji manyo pragat Guranki deh, 
Ja ka hirda sudh hai, khoj Sabad men leh, 
the salutation: 

Waheguru ji ka Khalsa 

Sri Waheguru ji ki Fateh, 

and three to five shouts of 

SAT SRI AKAL. 


* The names of Banda Singh and his three descendants, Baba Ranjit Singh, - 


Jujhar Singh and Fateh Singh, are mentioned after the names of the 
Sahibzadas of Guru Gobind Singh in the same manner as the names of the 
well-known Sikh martyrs are sometimes recited in the prayer. 

The Command came from the Timeless. 

Then was created the Panth; 

And all Sikhs are enjoined; 

To accept Granth as their Guru— 

Accept the Granth as Guru; It is the embodiment of the Gurus; 
Whosoever is pure in heart shall find in the Holy Word. 


*** In the evening, this is generally followed by the following recitation; 
Wah Wah Guru Govind Singhji Tu hi Tu hi Guru Govind Singhji 
Chakar Tere Guru Govind Singhji Ghore Tere Guru Govind Singhji 
Faujan Terian Guru Govind Singhji Sangti Terian Guru Govind Singhji 
Bajanwala Guru Govind Singhji Kalghianwala Guru Govind Singhji 
Darbarwala Baba Banda Singhji Bangalewala Sahib Ranjit Singhji 
Mahalanwala Baba Jhujar Singhji Sangtiwala Baba Fateh Singhji 
Wah Wah Guru Govind SinghJi Tuhi Tuhi Guru Govind Singhji 


* x 


The above is based on the personal observations of the author during his 
visit to Dera Baba Banda Singh from 29th J anuary to Ist February 1935. 
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Jasbir Singh Sarna (b. 1956) poet critic, ‘commentator, Oounalee a 
writes in Punjabi ‘and English. He got his agriculture degree from Guru Nanak 
Dev University, Amritsar. He is the recipient of many awards and honours 
including four literary gold medals from Khalsa College, Amritsar. Sub- 
‘sequently, he edited reputed Punjabi magazine ‘shamshir-e-dast’ Amritsar. 

" Besides, he has written several research articles, which have been published in 
international research journals. He is a well known name to the students and 
.. scholars of Sikh Studies. Being editor, he was gaoled Several times. 
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